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N this little Treatiſe it may be ſeen, that Pray- 
| ing for the Dead,or to the Decealed Saints 
| or to ſet up any Mediator but the Man Chriſt Je- 
ſus, or teaching that there is a Purgatory tor 
Mea to becleanſed in when they are dead, s 
not according to the Catholick Dotrine && Faith. 
And alſo, bew that the Apoſtles did ſet up Chriſt 
to be the Head of the Church, and not any of the 
Apoſtles in the Apoſtles dayes. And alſo, the 
Ground of ſhaving of Heads in the Old and New 
Teſtament ; bus not proved any Gofpel-Com- 
mand. _ 
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the Head of the Church and True — 


Mediator, in Oppojition to the Papilt 
Head their Pope. | 


Here did eyer any, or where is there any proof 
that either in the Old World to the Flood, or 
| from the Flood to the Coming of the Children 
of 1/- acl out ofe Egypt, or from their coming out of /yypr unto 
Chrift, and from Chrift all the Apoſtles days, Pray unto the 
Dead, or to Saints and Angels, as in this Night of Apoſtacy, 
ſince the Apoſtles days, as the Apoftates from Chriſtianity, call'd 
Papifis does? Or wheredid eyer any go to Graves for Dead 
Mens Bones, or holy Relicks (as they are called) in all thoſe 
Ages aforementioned, and ſay, tkere was Vertue in them to 
work Miracles by, as the Pap:/ts ſay they have done, in the A- 
Poſacy ſince the Apoſtles days ? 
" And where did ever any, either in the Old World, or ſince, 
in the Prophets and Apoſtles days, pray toany Saint? or make 
any Saint a Mediator (but enly Chriſt Jeſus) as the Papifts in 
the Apoſtacy does? | 
For doth not the Lord ſay in his Law, Whoſoever touches the 
Dead Body of a Dead Man, and Purificth not himſelf, and de- 
leth the Tabernacle of the Lord? that Soul ſhall be cut off 
row Iſrael, 'becanſe the Water of Scperation was- not Prinkled 
wpon him. And if a Man dyed in a Tent, all that came into 
the Tent, and all that was in the Tent was Unclean ſeven days ; 
Tea, every open Veſſel that was not covered was Unclean, Numb. 
1). Chap.. And whoſoever touched a dend Man that was ſlain 
with the Sword in thr Freld; or a Bones of a Man, or 4 you 
A 2 M4 
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fall be Unclean ſeven days. ON Water sf Purification was 
20 go upon them; Now levenis /erfeft; ſo the Pertetion was 
to go uporthem before they-were made clean ngain.  ———— —- 
And Moſer, whea the Children of /rel had been at Batte 
with the Atidianites; he bid them, Abide withour the Camp 
ſeven days: And whoſoever had touched any ſlain, they were to pu- 
rifte themſelves, and to purifie their Rayments, as in Numbers 31. 
Yea, all their Gold and. Selver, Braſs, iron, Tin"and Lead, 
which they had taken from the Upclean, Heathen, they were to 
make it go through! the Fire, and then itſhonld beclean; and it 
muſt be purified by Water of ' eparation; for that which could 108 
abide to go threu;h the Fire muſt go through the Water. 

*. AnElaith the Lord, Te ſhall waſh yuur Cloathrs, and after ſe- 

wey days ye ſhall be clean; and then come intotbe Lords Camp. 
; New it the War in the Old Covenant was to be fo Holy and 
Clean, .and all the. People was to he {o. Huly and Clean; then 
what is the Spiritual War inthe New-C ovenant ? Muſt pot Per- 
fetion go upon every one, before they can be clean, to enter 
into God's Camp ? Muſt not their Inwarc Cloatl:ing be waſhed, 
as they waſhed the outward ? And muſt tlicy. not pals through 
the Fire of his Baptiſm, and holy water of his Word, before 
they can come into the Camp of God, and to his Tabernacle ? 
For the Scvcnth Day was a Gay of Waſhing, and' of Purifying 
- inthe O'd Covenant, yea, himſelf and his Cloaths. Andif he 
did not wafh himſelf and his Cloaths, ifhe had touched a Grave, 
or a dead mans Bone, er becnin a Tent where a dead man fay; 
or had been in the Warwhere dead men were; ifhe purified 
. not himſelf,he was'to be cut off from the C ongregatien; becauſe 
he had Cefiled the Tabernacle of the Lord, and the Water of 

Separation had not been fprinkled upon him. We 
And therefore, if they were to be {a clean and holy inthe Old 
. Covenant, with theſe outward waſhings; much more ought 
they to beclean in the New-Cevenant, with the heavenly wa- 
ſhings, with the holy V Vater ofthe V Vord;,. andif they be not 
waſhed with this V Vater of the VVord, and the Blood of Je- 
ſus, arc they not cyt off from the holy andclean Congregation, 
and from Gods Tabernacle ſpiritually in the New-C ag xd 
| or 
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For God-ſet his outward LAS in his Congregation, in 
the old covenant, Lev. 26. 11. But God fets his heavenly Ta- 
bexnacle among his holy and c'can, Congregation, .in the new 
covenant, that. he hath congregated 1opether with his Spirit. 

And therefore, -all tt-cy now tt at run to Graves for dead mens 
Bones, and call them Relicks, and pretends to do Mir acles by 
them; are they not below the Law oi God in the old cove- 
nant, and D-filers of that Tahernacle, and cut off irom the Con- 
gregation of 'the old covenant? and then much more far off the: 
Congregation of the new-covenant ; ti:ough in words they may 
profeſs it. 

And the Lord faith, Every Leaper, and every one that hath a7 
Iſſue, or are defiltd by the dead, whether Atale or Female, ſhould 
be putt out of his (amp, that th:y ſhould not defile hrs Camp, Numb. 
F. 3+ as Miriam was put out lever/days tor ker Leprofie and 
Difobedience. For faith the Lord, 1 will dwell in_the midſt 
0 0H. 

f $0 ſee what a care of holineſs and cleannefs was to he inthe 
Camp of the old covenant much more in the New, of Inward 
Leprofies and Iſſues, who are defiled by dead Adam, they muſt 
be purified by the water ef the V Vord, and the Blood of Jeſus 
the tecond Adam, before they can come into his holy Camp. And 
who hath been in the Spiritual V Var, with the Spiritual V Vick- 
cunels, it that they have touched the Dead, or his Bone, or his 
Grave, they are dcfiled, till they be purified by the V Vater 
of the Living VVord, which was before the dead was, or his 
Bone or Grave either For the Lord faith, T oxch ror the Un- 
clean thing, and I will receive you, 2 Cor. 6.17, And David 
faith, The Heavens are the Lords, but the Earth he hath geven 
to the Children of /en. The Dead Praiſe not the Lerd, neither 
any that go down into Silence, Plalm 115.16, 17, Then why 
ſhould any ask Counſel of the Dead, and pray unto the dead, 
if they Praiſe not the Lord ? Apain, David ſaith,The ſlain that lie 
inthe Grave God remembreth no more,they are cut off from hu hard, 
Pſa].88.5. And therefore how can the Dead be Mediators? and 
are not they dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes, that run tothe Graves 


for dead mens Bones, and call them holy Relicks ? Pr 
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. And again David faith, They that joyn themſet ves to Baal-peor, 
and eat the Sacrifices of the dead;, And the drad Praiſe net the 
Lord, Plal. 106.28. 
$6 here you may ſee they that joyn'd toBal-pepr,did not joyn 
to the Lord, nor Sacrifice to him; but ſuch were dead from the 
Lord, anddid eat the Sacrifices of the Dead. And are not all 
they that profeſs theraſelves Chriſtians in the new covenant as 
dead, that cither pray or effcr to the dead? Nay, are they 
not worſe and more dark then they,becauſe they profeſs a highes 
and greater thing, then they in the Old Covenant ? 
And David ſaid, Thou ſbalt guide me with thy Connfel, and 
after receive me into Glory, Plal. 73.24. | 

Sohere you may ſee, all muft be gvided by God's Counſel, 

if they will be received into Glory ; and not be guided by the 
Counlcl of the Dead, but by the Counſel of the Living God : 
But ſuch as forget the Works of the Lord, they wait not for hu 
Connſel to be guided by it, Plal. 106.13. And Iſaiah ſaith, 
Let the Counſel of the holy One of Iſrael draw nigh, and come that 
we may know it, Ila. 5.19. F 

And fo theſe waited for Counſel from God, and not from the 
dead. Anddid not the Apoſtate Jews in the days of 1ſaiah ſeck 
unto Wizards and Familiar Spirits, that peeped and muttered ? 
And were not all thoſe judgedin the Old Law? 2nd are they 
not much more in the days.of the Goſpel? the Powcr of God? 
For does not 1ſajab ſay, When they ſhall ſay unto you, Ack Conn- 
ſel of themthat have Familiar Spirits, and unto V/iLaras that 

peep and mutter : Then make them this Anſwer, Is there a People 
any where that asketh not Counſel at their God, ſhould men ran 
tothe Dead from the Living. | 

And therefore heſaith further, To the Law andto the Tefts- 
mory, if they ſheaknot according to this Word, ut is becauſe there 
#1 no Light or Morning in them, 11g. 8. 

Now here it may be ſeen, there was ſome that taught this 
Dorine to ſeck after, and unto Wizards and Familiar Spirits; 
and therefore the Prophet thought ftrange for the Living toſeek 
to the Dead; and therefore ſuch were Dark, andhad no Mor- 
ring in them, that was gone beth from the Law and Tmery. 
An 
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And hath not God piven Chriſt to be a Counſellor? and are 
not all to ask Counſel of him, and fo not of any dead Saint ? 

And the Lord laid, H:s Pecp!e asked Connſel of their Stiths and 
Staves, and burn Incenſe up 'n Hills under Oaks, and Sacrifice 
with Harlots, the Spirit of Whoredom having cauſed them te 
Err. And this was when they were gone a Whoring trom God 
in the old-covenant ; and theſe wete the people that were gone 
from the Countel of the Lord, and trom true Underſtanuing ; 

therefore the Lord ſaid they ſhould fall. 
Andhath not the Spirit of Whoredom cauſed them to Err,that 
ask Couuſel of painted pieces of Wood an. Images? and that 
pray before the dead PiAtures and Images? But ſuch as doo 
now, know not the Thoughts of the Lord, neither un.lerftan 
they his Counſel, no more than the apoſtate Zews d1d of old, 
Hoſea 4.11,12,13. 

And Chrift counſelled the Laodiceans, ſaying, I Comnſel thee 
to buy of we Goldtried inthe Fire,&c.Rev.z. 8. And therefore - 
all are to take& ask Chriſt's Counſel for this Gold. And Paul laid 
unto the Church, Me had declared untothem all the Connſel of God, 
AR. 20.27, And never did the Apoſtle in all the Counſel of God 
(that he had declar'd)ſay,that it was the counſel of God,that they 
ſhould ſet up Images, or pray to Saints, or go to the Graves of 
the Saints for their Bones, or ſet up any Saint to be a Mediator 
after they are deceaſed; or ſet up Croſſes, that they ſhould 
bow before them, or to the Images of Saints, or pray to the 
dead; or that the Prieſts or Miniſters of Chriſt ſhould ſhave 
their Heads: He declared no ſuch Counſel frem God, inall 
his Epiſtles and Preachings. 

Aad in Feremiah 49.20. he exhorted them there to hear 
the Counſel of the Lord; and the Lord faith, Wo unto the Rebel- 
liow Children that take Counſel, but not of me;, that cover with a 
- oy bat not of my Spirit, that they may add ſin to ſin, 

» ZO. 1. , IN ; 

Se thelE are Rebellious Children, that. take not Counſel of 
the Lord, and Cover not with his Spirit; -ſuch go down to 
«<7 )p* for ſtrength, and not to the Lord ; and therefore Wo 

| | pro- 
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pro ceeds againſt them inthe old covenant, much more in the 
new covenant, that take not Counſel of Chriſt, whom Gad 
hath given for a CounſeBor,\the Prince of Peace, Ia. 9.6. 

But there was People in the Old Covenant, that profeſſed it 
and lived not init And ſo there is now a people that profels 
the Nzw Covenant, and yet live not in it, that fet at naught 
God and Chriſt's Counlel, and wonld none of hu Reproef, 
Prov. 1.30. For the Lord laith, They wou!d have none of my 
Counſel, but deſpiſed allmy Reproof. And theſe are ſuch as hate 
Knowledge, and chuſe not the Fear of the Lord; and therefore 
{hill they eat the, Fruit of their own Ways, and be filled with 
their own devices, and ſo not with the Treaſure of Life, 

And Judah, when they kept in the fear of the Lord, they, 
gathercd themſelves together to azk Counſel of the Lord in the 
dayes of Fehoſaphat ; and the Lord was their Counſellor. So 
they did not go to ak Counlell of the Witch to raile up dead 
Samuel, as Saul diJ, when he had dilobeyed the Evre. So 
Saul that diſobeyed, and went to the Witch to ack Counſell of 
the Dead, and not of the Lord, he had no ViRtory - But theſe 
that a:ked Couunſel of the Lord they had the Victory, 2 C hror: 
2C. 4. | 
And you may ſee they asked Counſel of the Lord, whether 
tOcir way was to be pro{pcrons or no, Taadge 20.23; Sothey 
Cid not £0 to ack Countel of the dead. 

And Chriſt ſaith, What ſcever things ye ſhall akin Prayer, be- 
lieving, ye ſhall recaive. But they muſt ask of God through, 
him, AZatth. 21.22, - 

An: Chriſt ſaith, Wharſoerer ye ſhall ach, in my Name, that 
Twill do, that the Father may be glorified itn the Son, and if ye 
fnall ack any ihin; in my Name ] will doit, John 13. U4- 

So here it is clear, that all the truc Chriſtians muſt ask in 
Chriſts Name; and he hath taught ſo, andexhorted toit, and 
not in any Saints Name, or Anzel. 

And Chriſt exhorts again, ſaying, Ak, andit ſhall be given 
you; ard every ore that asketh recetveth, Matth. 7. And 
Martha's Faith was ſo firm, that ſhe ſaid, She knew whatſoever 
Chriſt did «ak of God, he would give #t, John 11.22. . 
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. So here you may ſee, Chriſt was the Counſellor, in whoſe 
. Naine people were to ask in the New Covenant ; and Gods peo- 
. ple in the,Old Covenanc were forbilden uſinz Inchantments, or 
Obfervinz of Times; and were forbidden having Regard to 
W1zards, or {ceking after familiar Spirits, For 1 am the: Lord. 
your Ged ;, and him rey were to ſeek unto (aith the Lore.) 
And likewite in the Old: Covenant the Lord torbid his people 
from making any Cuatrings in the Fleſh, or Prints, or Marks up-_ 
'-on tnein for the Dead, Levit.19. 28. For they were to be an holy 
People in tie Old Covenant, fo much more in the New. 
And che 1 ordlaid, Te ſhallno: make Ba'dnefs upon your Heads 
nor make any Cu'tings in your Fleſh., 
Nov the Lord did forbid his People fro » doing thele things 
m tie Old Covenant, fo much more in the New. And there- 
foce all you that Shave your Hcad-, and make thera Baldy and 
make Cuttinzs in your Fieſh with Waips or otherwiſe, are hot 
you judged'by the Law of God, to be oat of the practice of the 
Old Covenant? And ſs ſhort of the New, in the prattice of 
= Heathen, and not iathe praRtice of the Old Covenant nor 
ew? 


Objeft. And now if any of you ſhould objeft, that Paul did 
Shave his Head after he was a Citiſtian, Afts 21. | 


A-ſw. T e cauſe of that AR of his was this, viz. There was 

a Report amongſt the Fews, that he taught againſt the Law of 
Moſes, and was againſt Circumcifion; and therefore Fames and 
the E'ders did advice Paxl, ſaying unto him, Purific thy ſelf, 
and Shave thy Head, and the reſt that were with him, that they 
wig't ſeem to walk order'y according to the Law of Moſes : 
and this they defired h.m to do, that they might lay, Here s 
four Men which have & V ow upon them. And Paul Gid fo, with 
the reſt chat wore with him; and they that were with him, en- 
tred into the Temple to ſignifie the Accompliſhment of the cays 
of Purification, untill that an Offering ſhould be offered for 
eycry one of them, and then the Apoſtle ſtanding up amongſt 
them, pleading his Cauſe when they were Offering up an Ofer- 
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5ng for him, againſt whom he ſaid they had nothing except for 
this ohe Vow, touchinz the Reſurreion of the Deadztouchias 
which, ſaid the Apoſtle, 7 am cated tn queſtion of you this day, 
Ads 274- 21. 

So though the Apoſtle did condeſcend to the Fews, to Shave 
his Head Purific himſelf, and A&s 21. 24. and Numb. s. 
13,18. © Yet when they came to offer an Offering for him, he 
was —_ to trample down all that he did in that thing, and to 
preach Chriſt the Reſurreftion, who was the Offering once for all. 
And his ſo yielding ts their weakneſs,was the means of his being 
taken Priſoner, and like to have been killed alſo by his Perfecu- 
tors the Fews: and ſohe was toſſed up and down, till he- was 
brought Priſoner to Rome, But the Command of the Lord was, 
That they ſhould not Shave-their Heads, but only Pole them, and 
therefore there is an expreſs command of God againſt Shaving 
of their Heads, Exek. 44. 20. | 
Now Paul Shaving of his Head under a Vow, was according 
to the Nazearites ſhaving of their Heads uncer their Vow, As 
19.18. Ferall tle dayes of their Separation, there was Ne 
R':ſor tocome npon their Heads, neither were they to come near 
any dead Body, no not ſo much as their Father or Mother, Sifter 
. or Brother ;, For the Conſccration of "his God was upon his Head : 
and if a mandyed ſuddenly by him, he defiled his Head of Con- 
ſecration; and then ke was to Shave his Head in the ſeventh 
day of his cleanſing. 

And again, Numbers 6, The Nazarite ſhall Shave his Head 
at the Door of the Tabernacle of the Congregation, and fhall take 
the Hair of his head of his Separation, and ſhall put it into the 
Fire, which is under the Sacrifice of his Peace-Offering. $0 this 
was the Law of God to the Nazarites, that wcre under a Vow 
to Shave their hegds, elle by the Law of God, the Priefts were 
not to Shave their Heads, as may befeen in Exek. 44 So for 
Prieſts to Shave their Heads, is neitier a Goſpel command, nor 
Law ot God except, fuch as were under a Vow, as aforcſaid. 

But do a{}the Prieſts,and others, that Shave their Heads now, 
Co ita: under the Vow of the Nazartes ? anddo they not come 
2c2r any Dcad,let them be neverſoneara Kin? And when they 
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Shave their Heads, do they Shave them at the Door of the T a- 
bernacle of the Congrez ation,the place of Shaving ? And do they 
Burn their Hair under the Sacrifice of the eace-offering ? And 
if fo, do nor they deny Chriſt come in the Fieth, who hath 
offered up himſelf once for all? who cleanſes with iis Blood, and 
waſhes with the Water of his Word; with which they muſt be 
cleanſed, before they can come into his Tabernacle and Congre- 
ation. SoShaving of Heads to Pricſts an1 others, and making 
Bald their Heads, was forbidden by the Law of God, except it 
was ſuch as were under the Vow before-mentioned, ard the 
- Nazarites: . And when they did Shave their Heaes for their 
Separation, they were to Burn it under the Szcrifice of the 
Peace-effering, as aforelaid. And this Shaving of theſe Nazar 
rites, and thoſe under this Vow, 'it was to be Cone before the 
Door of the Tavernacle of the Congregation, and not ina private 
Houſe. So this was the cauſe of the Shaving of Heads ; elſe 
the Law of Ged was apainſt it, by which the Pricſts were not to 

Shave their Heads, Ezek. 44. 20. | 
And the Lord commanded Moles to take the Levites from a- 
mongſt the Children of Iirael, and cleanſe them; and they were 
to Shave their Fle(h, and Waſh their C'oaths. And when FN 


wereeleanſed, they offered a Young Bullock for a Mear-sfer\ . 


nz, and another Bullock for a4.S1r-eoffermg 3 and th en 4aron |; 
offcred the Levites before the Lord, fox an ff erwig for the Cout 
dren of Iſrael, that they might execute the Service of the Lord. $9 
hcre you may lee, all the Levires muſt be Waſhed and Cleanted, 
an] they muſt offer up for themſelves before they could. be offer- 
ed up to the Lord; and- then they might offer the clean Offer- 
ings for t'ie People. So they were not fit for the Service of the 
Lord cill they weze Cleanſed, Namb. 8.6. And fo the Lewes 
were ſeparated from the Childxen of //rael, and the Lord faid, 
They are mire.. And now this Levitical Prieſthood-being chang- 
ed, and the Law alſo, by which they were made, with all its 
Services, and Shavings, and Waſbsngs, and $ prinklings, and the 
Commandment diſannulled that gave him his Tythes, by Chriſt 
Jeſas: Andfo the Levitice! Prie/; hood is not to be followed by 
the truc Cbrsf5ans; but m iſt is to be followed, who came not 
2 after 
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after the Order of Aaren, but of the Tribe of 7ndah, who is 
t') he followed and heard mall things. 

Now making Baldnefs on the H-ad, was a Judgment to {oms, 
as Yeu may fee in Alicha1.16, For the Lord faith, / will urs 
yeur Feaſts into Afomrning, and your Songs snto Lamentation, 
and | willbring Sack cloth upon you? Loins, and Baldneſs upon e- 
very Head. So that Baldneſs was the Judgment which the Lord 
brought upon them, Aw05 8.10. Ardthey fhall caft Duſt upon 
their Heads, and wallon themſelves in Aſhes , and they ſhall make 
themſelves utterly Bald, Etek. 2", 30, 31. & Ezek. 7.17, 18. 
All Hands ſhall be feeble, ard all Knees ſhall be weak, as Water : 
they ſhall gird themſelves with Sack-cloth, and Horror ſhall cover 
them, and Shawe ſhallbe upon all Faces, and Baldneſs ſhall be up- 
on-all their Heads. And 1n Fer. 48.37. Every Head hall be 
Bald, and every Beard ſhall teClipt, and upon all Hands ſhall be 
Cuttings, and upon all Losns Sack-cloth, &c. So here their 
Balcnef: was a Judgment upon them, . there was fo great a La- 
mc ntation. And in 1ſa. 22.12. In that day did the Lord of 
Hefts call to Weeping, to Mcurning, to Baldneſs, and to girds 
ing with $Sack-cloth. And apainin Iſa 15.2. was not Miſery the 
catiſc of their Baldneſs there ? And in //a. 3.24. when he had 
reckcned up the Vanities of the Children of Iſrael, aid Re- 
proved them, he told them, that Inftead of well -ſer Hair, they 
(houw'd have 'Baldneſs, and inſtead of a Stomacher, a Girdle of 
Sack cloth, &c. And in Job1. 20. when he was in his Tryals, 
Suffcrings an! Milery, he Rent his Mantle and Shaved hus Wlead, 
&c. 

So this manner of Shaving of H-ads, was ſometimes as a 
Judgement, and ſometimes through Tryals and Troubles, &c. 
and alſo there was another- Caſe and Example of the Womens 
Shaving their Heads : when a young Woman that was not of 
the Jews, was taken Captive, if a Mancid Marry her, ſhe was 
to Shave her Head, ans pair her Nails, &c. and put off hir Cap- 
tive Rayment, and bewa:l ber Father and other a who'e 176- 
n th, and thena Jew in the Old Covenant might Marry her, 
Dent. 21.12,13. | 

Now 
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Now concerning the Law of cleanfing of Lepers, they that 
were to be cleanſed, they were to waſh theis Cloaths, and ſhave 
eff all their Hair,and waſh themiclves in water, err. 14.8, 9. 
On the Seventh Day he ſhall ſhave all the Hair off his Head, and 
bu Beard, and his Eye-brows;, even all bus Hair he ſhall ſhave eff, 
and ſball xaſh bis Cloaths, and bu Fleſh he ſhall waſh in Water 
and ſhaltbe clean, and the Eighth Day the Prieſt ſhall offer two 
Lambs without blewiſh for him. So here you may ſee the 
ground of the Lepers ſhaving of their Heads, &c. in the Old 
C ovenant: But you may lee by the Law of God, they were 
not to make Balcnels vpen their Heads, Lev.21.5. and Lev. 
19.37 ſaying in exprels words, Ye ſhall not make Baldneſs upon 
Jour Heads, nor Cuttings in your Fleſh, Andin Ezck. 44. 20. 
There it was (aid, T he Prieſts were not to ſhare their Heads, Se 
here was an cxprels Command of God againſt the Pricſt> ſhaving 
of their Heads; though in ſome cafes, as aforeſaid, there was 
the uſe of ſhavipg in the Old Covenant. But where did ever 
Chriſt, that ſcnt forth the Apofties, give a command, that they 
ſhould ſhave their Heads? Or where did ever the Apoftles 
after Chriſt give any fuch Command in the Church? Let us ſee 
an Order for it from Chxift and his Apoſtles, you that plead 
Antiquity, and then it will be ſeen how far ſhort your prac te . 
of Shaving reaches to the ” poſtles days. 


And as concerning askins Counſel of the Dead : They wae 
. not to make themſelves bald for the Dead, nor defile themſelves 
with the Dead, Lev.21. Anc the Sons of Aaron were exprel- 
ly forbidden, Thys ſhall not make Baldniſs upon their Head, as 
aforeſaid, Lev. 2:, For whaiſocyer they touched, that was 
Unclean, they were to waſh themſelves and to purifie them- 
ſelves. And the Loid ſaid, Te arethe Children of the Lord your 
. God, ye ſhall not cut your ſelves, no: make Baldncſs berwiat your 
Eyes for the Dead, for then art an holy Peep/e unto the Lord thy 
(God, for I have choſen thee to be a peculiar People unto the Lira 
thy God, above all Nations that are pin the Earth, Devut. 14+ 
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AnJ the High Pricſt was not to go toany Dead Body to de- 
file himſelf, neither to his Father nor his Mother; neithes 
was he to uncover his Head or rent his Cloaths, Lev. 21, 10, 11. 
And generally throughout all the Scriptures, it may be ſcen 
how people were to Pray unto the Lord, and not to any Saint; 
for they were commanded to Pray unto the Lord for the Peace of 
the City, Jer. 39.7. And in Job 33. 26. there its ſaid, Pray 
wnts the Lord, &c, 

And a multitude of Scriptures might be brought both in the 
Oid and New T-ftament, how that people were to pray unto the 
Lord, & hearken unto hu Voice; & no where inall tice $.riptures 
ean it be found, that they were required to pray unto any. but 
God and Chriſt, in whoſe Name alone, wnatfocver hi: people 
asked, it ſhould be given unto them. + nc 

Andin Prov.21.15 ye may ſee, there were Congregations 
of the Dead; For, faith he, rhe man that wandreth out of the 
Way of Underſtanding ſhall remain .n the Congregati-n of the 
Dead. And theſe that remainin the Congregation of tne Dead 
are wanered beth out of the Way of thc Old Covenanti,ind the 
New, and from the Light and Spirit of hriſt, whic'; gives the 
Knowledge and Underſtanding of Chriſt t cir Way to 
God. And theſe Congregations of the D ad can off-cr !:ut the 
Unſalted and Unſavoury Sacrifice ro the Dead. And in Eceleſ. 
9-F, 6. it is ſaid, For the Living knor that they ſhalldye, but 
the Dead know not any thing neither have they any more a Reward 
for the Memory of them 1s forgotten; alſo, ther Love, and their 
Hatred, and their Envy is now periſhed;, neither have they any 
more a Portion forever in any thing that is done under the Sun. 
Then what good do your Prayers to them do for t''e Dead, if 
they know not any thing, and have no more a Postion forever, 
. inany thing that is dene under the Sun ? 

And doth not the Angel fay, Why ſeek ye the Living amongſt 
he Dead? So the Living is not to be ſought for amongſt the- 
Dead — And did not the Angel ſay, He ts riſen, to ther 
that ſo ſought Chriſt? Luke 24.5. And Chrift is a Judge of 
. theQuick & Dead, who ſaith,Come unto me that ye miy have Life. 
So People arenot to feek to the Dead, but to Chriſt, who is 
alive, and lives for evermore, 2 Tim. 4.1. & Rev. 1.18. And 


doth 


® 
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deth not theyLord ſay, Look, 64. me, All ye Ends of the Earth, 
and be Saved, So they are not thento look unto the dead to be 
faved, but te Chriſt. And None comes to the Son, but whomthe 
Father draws. And God ſo loved the World, that he gave his on- 
ly begotten Son into the World, that whoſoever belicveth in him 
ſhould not Perifh, but have Everlaſting Life. 

And ye may ſee how the Fews, after they went from the Ca- 
venant of God, and diſobeyed his Commands, then they made 
a Covenant with Death, and were at an Agreement with Hell), 
like the Apoſtite Chriſtians, who are gone out of the New-Cc» 
venant of Light, Life and Grace. And thenlike the 7Zews that 
forſookthe Old Covenant, they make Lyes their Refuge, and 
under Fal}ſhood do they hide themſelves, making Covenants with 
the Pope and his Subſtitutes, for the Pardon of their Sins paſt, 
preſent and to come; who thereby indeavours to make veid 


_ Chriſt's Pardon and Forgiveneſs. But your covenant with 


Death ſhall be diſannulled, and your agreement with Hell ſhall 
not ſtand; when the Overflowing Scourge ſhall paſs thorow 
then ſhall ye be trodden down by it,as the Rebcllious Fews were 
of Old. | 
And they that have made a covenant with Death ,and an agree- 

ment with Hell, in the time of the New Covenant, or Old, the 
can Offer and Sacrifice nothing, but what tkey have out of He 
and Death), to that which they have made a Covenant withall. 
And are not ll the Inchanters, Sorcerers and Charmers forbid- 
den by the Old Covenant? & wcre not the *ftro!02ers,Star-ga- 
zers and Monethly Prognefticators reckoned amongſt them ? ice 
Iſa. 47. 12, 1 3. where the Lord faith, Theu art wearied 31: the 
wultitnde of thy Connſels; let now the Aſtrologers and Star-gazers, 
the Menethly Prognefficators ſtand np and ſave thee from theſe 
things, that ſhallcome uponthee: Behe d, they ſhall be Stubble, 
the Fire ſhall burn them, they ſhall not deliver themſelves from the 
power of the Flame. | 

"Therefore God's People are not to truſt in ſuch things, nor 
follow ſuch things in the time of the old co@nant nor new. And 


. what could all the ez yprian or Babylonian Sorcerers do to Pha- 


yeah or to Nebichadnezzar's Þream? Did not Go! bringall 
| | their 
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their Counſel ts naught? And therefore all Aﬀrologers, Sor- - 


cerers, Inchanters and Witches were for:zidden all along, as 
may be ſeen in the Scriptures; an'! Makers of Images and Idols, 
or the likneſs of any thing in Heaven or in Earth; all thoſe 
things are fotbidden by the Lord God to be Made, Ser- 
ved, Bowed to, or Worſhipp:d; for theſe were the PraQtices 
" of the Heathen, not of tie People of Godin the Old Covenant 
nor in the New. For God will Fruſtrate the tokers of the Lyars, 
and make the Divi-.ers Mad, andturneth the Wiſdom of the Wiſe 
Backward, an maketh their Knowledge Fool:ſhneſs: Vet God 
corfirmeth the Word of his Servants, and performeth the Connſel 
of b:s Meſſengers, Iſa 44. 25,20. And the Lord God faith, Ye 
| ſhall not uſe Inchantment, nor obſerve Twes,Lev. 111,15, 31, % 37. 
tut ye ſhall obſerve my Statntas, ſaith the Lord: For they that 
obſerve Lying vanities forſake their own Mercy, Jonah 2.8. And 
the Apdfile forbids Obſerving of Days, Moneths and Times, 
G1l 4. 11. and ſaid, He was afraid of them, leſt he had beſtrw- 
ed his / abours of ſuch in vamm. And Chriſt tell; the Fews, that 
were in the Obſervation of ſuch things, {whe 17. 20. The 
Kingdom of Goa comes not with Obſerr ation. So they tiatbein 
ſuch things, and look to find th. Kingdom of od in tele 
things, cannot receive it. And ye may te, that they, who 
forſook the Lord, and obſerved Times, uſed Inchantmeints, and 
dealt with Familiar Spirits ard-Wizards ; & ſuch at the laft ſacrs- 
ficed their Children im the Five, and w- ought much Wick: dneſs in 
the ſight of the Lord, and provek:d vim to Anger, And theſe 
run into the making of Graven-Images an Idol to worſhip, 
and bow down to them, and the Go1s of their own making, 


like the Heathen,who forlook God and his Covenant, 2 Kings 21. - 


And there was not to be found amonzſt God's People in the 
Old Covenant any one that uſed D:v17:at:07, or an [: chanter, or 
a Witch, ,or an Obſerver of T'mes, or a Charmer or Conſulter 
with Familiar Spirits, or aV V:izard, er Negromancer, orfſuch 
an one, as made his Son or Daughter to paſs through the Fire; tor 
all theſe things were forbidden by the Lard ; -and all theſe things 
arc an Abomination unto the Lord : Anl becauſe of the/e Abomi- 
nations the Lord thy God hath dnwven them out from before the ;, for 


theſe 


ave Sho er 
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th /e Nations, that thou ſhalt poſſeſs hearkned unts Obſervers of 
Ti.gcs, aud D.viners. But as for thee, the Lord thy God hath 
not ſuffered thee ſo te do; thou ſhalt be Perfe& with the Lerdihy 
God For the Lord thy God  illraiſe up a Prophet unto thee ous 
of tie midj(t of thee, ani unto him hall they hearyen (leaking of 
Chrift inthe New-Covenant, like '-ſ.51n the Ol) an11n this 
Prophet (that Gol raites up) Chr:; 7eſus, he will put wor.!s 
10 his mouth, and he ſhall ſpcak unto his Pcovlc in the Nw (o- 
venant all that God commands him a» Moſes did in the Ol1; 
who was Faith'ul in hi- Houſe in tie OL) Corinint, as C hrift 1s 
Fait: ful in his Houſein tne New: 114 whoſoever will not hear- 
ken unte my Words, ſaith the Lord, which tHe (to wit, Cuiſt) 
ſhalt ipeak inmy Name, I will r:quire it of him :' As Moſes did 
ſpeak irom the Mouth of the Lord in the Old Covenant; and 
thole that tid not hearken unto hi; wo. ds, and obey them 1n the 
Old Covenant, the Lord required it of them, Dewt. F8. 

And God's Pcople were torbiddcn by the Lord in the Old Co- 
venant, laying, Ye ſhall not print any marks upon your Bodies (Lev. 
19. for it was the Works of the Heathen. And as the Lords 
Pcople were ferbidden in the old covenant to ſerve any oi the 
God: of th: Nations,& their manuer of Living, Ways, Worthips 
& Relizions; fo ſurcly much more are they forbidden in the new 
covenant, under Chriſt the Great Prophet, as you may {ce 
throughout the Scriptures. And you may fee the expre's com- 
man | vi God againſt Images, Likeneſſ-s and Figures, Det. 4. 
The Lord commanded Moſes inthe old covenant, to teach the 
F. we his Sta:ures and Fudgments, that they might do thrm;, and 
bid them take heed unto themſelves, ſaying, you ſaw no manner 
of Similitut'e i7 that day, when the Lord ſpoke unto you in Horeb, 
out of the midſt of the Fire : Therefore they lecing no Similitude 
that day, Thou ſhalt not make any Graven-Imaye, nor the Sims- 
litnde of any Figure, the Likeneſs of Male or Female, or the Like- 
neſs of any Beaſt of the Earth ;, or the Likeneſs of any winged 
Fowl in the Air;, or the Likeveſs of any Creeping Thing on the 
Ground, or the Likeneſs of any Fifh in the Waters. And thus 
you may ſee, they were forbidden making any Likenefs of any 
thing in Heaven or Earth, Icft at thelaſt they ſhould come to 
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worſhip the Hoſt of Heaven. And here you may ſee,they were not 
only forbidden the Worſhipping of ſuch things, but the making 
of the Likneſs of them by the expreſs Command of God, But 

Oh ! how full of theſe Images and Liknefles are the Houſes of 
theſe called Chriſtians, which were forbidden in the Old Cove- 

nant! So thatitis become a Trade amongſt tuch Chriſtians to 

make ſuch things, which the Jews in the Old Covenant were 

forbidden ; which they in the New Covenant ſhould much more 


_  forbear todogby applying their Minds, Ears and Eyes to Chriſt, 


the Great Prophet, and hearken unto hm, who renews them 
up into tke Image of Gad. 


Now concerning Parification, Parging and Cleanſing : If the 
Lord had intended a PURGATORY aftes People are dead 
to purge them in, which the Scripture no where ſpeaks of, what 
needed all thoſe Purifications in the time of the Law ? Numb. 
If.0. & 2Chren. 13.19. & Nehem. 12.45. & lev.s. 15. 


| & Numb. 8. 21. % Lev. 12.4. And many other Scriptures 


might be inſtanced concerning Put ification and Purifying. 

And in Malach: 3. 3. , He ſhall ſit as a purifier, and a Refiner 
by Fire, purging the Sons of Levi; and is like a Refiners Fire, and 
Fullers Sep. Now, is not this Kefining and Purging of people 
to be whilſt they are upon the Earth ? but when they are Dead, 
and gone into Purgatory ? God and his people do not ſay fo. 
And you that talk of a Pargatory to Purge and Refine you in afe 
ter you are Dead, have not you forgotten all theſe Scriptures, 
how that Chriſt by himſelf bath purged our Sins? Heb.1. 3. And 
he his own ſelf bore our $ ins 1»; his own Body on the Tree, that we 
being dead to Sin, ſhonld live wnte-Rigbteonſneſs. Mark, thoſe 
lived unto Righteouſneſs, which were dead unto Sin: And fo 
the Apoſtle did not teach pceple to look for a purgatory, w! en 
they were dead, 1 Fer.2. 21. Andhowcanit be faid, that you 
are Dcad to Sin, and that Chriſt boxe ye ur Sins in his own Body 
on the Tree, wn that you look for a Purgatory to be cleanfed 
in after you are Dead? And the Apoſtle told the Saints, whilft 
they were upon the Earth, Tc# have purified your Souls, in obey- 


ing the Truth, through the Spirit, 1 Pet. 1. 22. So theſe true 
Chris, 
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Chritians need not look for a Purgatory, And John ſaith, If 
we walk #n the Light, as bets in the Light, then have we follow- 
ſhip one with another, and the Blood of ; efus Chriſt bis Son Cleanſes 
#4 from aib Stu, So Mark, he was the Cleanſer from a'l Sm: 
So they nceded t.0t a Purgatory, Ani they that are not Clean- 
ſed from all Sin, are they that do not walk in the Ligtit,as Chriſt 
is inthe Light ;, and ſuch in their Darkneſ may imagin a Purga- 
tory to UCleante them in, an] Chrilt hath appeare« to put away 
Sin by the Sacrifice of him'elf. And the Apoſt e faith, '/fs ap» 
pointed unto Aſen once to dye, and after this to come to Judgment, 
Heb. 9.27. So he doth not ſay, they are appointed for Pur- 
gatory, but for Judgment. h 

And the Apoſtle ſaith in his General Epifile, to the true Chrs- 
tans inhis day; Feraſmuch as ye know, that ye are nt Redeem- 
. ed with Corruptible things, neither with Silver and Gold, from. 
your vain Converſation, but with the precious Blood of Feſuna Chriſt, 
1Pct. 1.18. Now conſider this, you that plead Anrzquuty, and 
that pretend to pardoy peoples S:ns, and give them /ndwlge..ces 
for their Sins for Corruptible things, as Silver ard Gold, have . 
not you made the Blood of Ciriſt of none effect ? and made 
people to believe a Lye, that buy your Pardons and Indulgences 
for their Sins? and that tell them of a Purgatory when they 
are dcad, and keep them in their vain Converſation, when they. 
are living. Ando out of the Catholick Farth, and the true 
knowiedge of the true Chriſtians in the Primitive times, wha 
knew that they were not Redeemed with Corruptible things, as 
Silver and Gold, bnt with the precious Blood of Chr.ſt Jeius. 

And did not Chriſt ſay to the believing Thief, Thu day thou 

ſhalt be with me in Paradiſe ? And you will belye the Scriptures, 
if youſay, that it was a Purgatory. And Chriſt ſaith, that he 
pargeth every Branch that beareth Fruit, that it may bring forth 
more Fruit; and that Branch which doth not hear Fruit,he takes 
it away; lo Chriſt is the Purger. And he ſaid to his Diſciples, 
that they were Clean through his Word: So not through Pur- 
oatory, aſter they were dead, 7ohn15. 

"And as Fob the Baprift declares, how that Chriſt ſhould come 
after him; and faith, He m Baptize you with Fire, and the 
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holy Ghoſt, and he ſhall thorowly purge the Floor, ard turn up 
the Chaſf with unquenchable Fire, and gather the Wheat ito 
biz Gerner. Now all you that plead for a Purgatory to be pur; 
ved and purified in, do not you deny the Baptiſca of Chriſt to 
purge vou with his Fire and foly Ghoſt? and to purge out the 
Old Leven of the Old 42am and the De2:/, who hath got in by 
Tranſereſſion ſince Adam fell? "For all this Purging, Purify- 
ing, Waſhing, Cleanſing is to Adam and Eve, and their Sons 
anc Dau hter-, Gnce they fell from that Image of Righteouſneſs 
and Holineſs, .that God Almighty race them in. So Chriſt 
the S:cond Adam, that ncver fell, nor finned, who had no Guile 


in his Mouth, isthe Purger, & Cleanter of all his people with his 


BlooJ and Baptilai, and Circumciſcr with his Spirit, in putting 
off the Body of Death, and Sins of the Fleſh, which are gotten 
up into Man and Woman, by Tranigrefſion : for they had not 
this Body of Death ani Sin before they fell, when God Al- 
mighty made them in his Image and Likenef 

And fo its the Blood of Chriſt, that Purges the Conſcience from 
Dead Works to ſerve the Living God, fcb. 9.14. Sono Pur- 
gatory : forit is the Blood of Chriſt that cleanſes frem all ſin. 
But if you have forgotten this Purger, and ſo have invented 


another, to wit, a Purgatory, you muſt not plead your Anti- 


quity from. the Apoſtles. for that; but from the Falic Concep- 
tion of your Apoftatized Biſhops and Popes, and through your 
long continuance in your blindneſs, wi'o have wanted the trve 
Knowledge, and Temperance, and Patience, and Godlinets, and 
the true Brotherly-kineneſs ts your Fellow-Creatures, ani the 
true Love that Chriſt taught to his Dilciples, to Love all Mex, 

This Catholick L2ve you have wanted; and therefore have 
you Maſſacrecd, killed and periecited lo many upon the ace 
count of Religion, an |! have forgotten tat w'''ch ſhou!d purge 
away your {ins,' towit, the BLOOD oi CHRIST. And 
therefore have you imagined a Turgatory after Death, and 
taught this for aDoQtrine amongſt people inftead of the ! lood of 
Chrift Jeſns: Read 2 Per. -. to the 9th Verſe. And therefore 
come to that which will purifie your Hearts from your Double- 


mindedneſs,zndtake theApoſtle 7ames?s advice in his ; tl. Chaptbr 
| : to 
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to the 8th Verſe, That your Minds may be ſingle to Chriſt. For 
the Apoſtle ſaith, Chriſt, who gave himſelf for ua, that he might 


redeem ns from all [n1quity (Mark, from All [niquity) and purifit 


wnte himſelf a pecuitar People, Zealouof Good Works. 

And the Apoſtle exhorts Titms; Theſe things peakand Teach, 
E x hort and Rebuke with all Authorit yy. br : 

So he was to rebuke all fuch as taught a Doctrine contrary to 
this. So ne man's Iniquity or Sin { its clear) can be pardoned 
by mens Indulgences, neither can any man be redeemed from 
them by any Gold or Silver, or any other Corruptible thing : 
and they that think they can, do ſet up another Pardoner and 
Forgiver,than God and Chriſt Jeſus; which is an Anti-chriſt,as 
you may l{ecT tz 2.4. and are to be rebuked For the Lord taith, 
[ will pardon all their Iniquities, Jer. 30.8. And Chrift hath wa- 
ſhed us from our Sins, in his own Blood, Rev. 1. 5,9. And their 


Garments were made white inthe Blood of the Lamb, Rev. 7.14. 


And the Saints overcame by the Blood of the Lamb, Kev. 12.11, 
And the Apoſtle tells the Epheſians, through what they had re- 
demption, which was through the Blood of Chriſt Jclus, Eph. 


1.7. And doth nothe tell rhe Coloſſians the ſame? who ſaith, 


In whom we bave Redemption throuch hu Blood, even .the For- 


rrveneſs of HY ſins, Col I. I'S, So away with all the Pope's. 


Forgiveneſs, and 1-lling of Pardons, and Purgatories. 

Yea, the Apoſtle tell: the Epheſlans, Teu who ſometimes were 
afar off, are now made nigh by the Blood of Chriſt. So its the 
Blood of Chriſt, that mare nt2h te Saints then, and makes nigh 
the Saints to Godnow : which Blood doth receem, and waſh, 
w. cleanſe, and purifie them from all ſim. And Chriſt having 
aboliſhedin huFleſhthe Enm:ty,even ihe Law of Commanamerts,con- 
raining Ordinances, and ſo brok, n down the | artition Wall betws1t 
Jews and Gentiles, to make 1c hinſe'f of both Jews and Gentiles 


( of theſe twain) GNTC VIEW MAN /o making peace, that he might 


Reconcile them unto God, inone Budy through the Blood bf hus 
Croſs ; to Reconcile all things unto himſc f, whether things in Hea- 
ven, or thngs in Ear h;, baving ſlain ihe Enmity thereby, Ephel. 
2. from 14th Vcrie to the End. And the Golpel of Peace was 
preached to them that were atar cf, and chem that were nigh ; 


and Chriſt the Foundation for Jews and Genes to build upon; 
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who was the Prophets 0 Apoſtles Founlation, te chief 
Corner Stone in God's Houſe And fo you may ice, it ts laid, 
Wis hath reconsiled ws unto hinſelf, by feſu Chriſt: And, God 
was in Chriſt, Reconcultnz th» verll unte himſelf, not imputing 
their Tranſereſſions u.to them, Cor.F. 18, ig. $0 its clear, 
here was no Purgatory aiter D. i.h,, ſp ken of to waſh, puri- 
fie or cleanſe: peopte in, but it wa: targa51C rilt Je'us only. 

*And all taat look-for a Purgatory atter they are dead, are not 
of that true Catholick Faith, which tne 'potie> werein, an] 


' true Church in tne P:imirive Tames;, which tre Fait', Jeſus 


Chriſt is the Author of. For they that reecive the end o: t'is 
Catholick Faith, reccive we Salvation 9! their Ss 41s, « Pet. 1.9. 
So here is ne Purgatory : and where a Pur;atory is pleaded 
for, the end of this Faith is nor received. Ani Faith is the 
ViRory over that which ſeparated Maa from 5041: by which 
Faith he hath accel, to God, and \ it pleales God. Anlit is 
Faith that Sani fizs, As 25.18. So they necd not have a 
Purgatory, that be in tiis Cathelick Faith: and they that tell 
people of a Purgatory, are out of the Sinftifying and Saving 
Faith. And the Saints Hearts were purified by Fait'), andthis 


' . waithe Doctrine t1c Apoſtl- preached, to the Primitive Chri- 


ſtians Church, A#s 15.9. And they tvat tell people of a Pur- 
gatory to purge them in, are erred from this Catholic, purify- 
ing Faith. And the Juſt ſhall and dolive by thi- purifyiag, ſan- 
Aifying Faith, Heb.1.4. & Rom. 1.17. And this Faith, which 
Chriſt i; the author and &Gniſher of, did juſtific and purifie the 
Church then, an1the Saints now : By which Faith being juſtie 

fied, they had peace with God, this divine, holy and precious 

Catholick Faith. So they that imagin aPurgatory to cleanſe them 

in, and thereby, or therein exſ{pet to be cleanſed, purged or 

juſtified, are out of this Catholick Faith : For the Anoſtle ſaith, 
Beinr juſtifie1by Faith, we hav: Peace with God through our Lord 
Feſius Chriſt. AgJ ſo by Faith GoYP's people Rood, and they 
walked by Faith, and not by izht: An1 they lived by the Faith 
of the Son of God, which Faith the Son of God was 
the Author an! Finiſher of; - Tis Holy, Precious, Divine, Py- 
rifyins, Sanfi'ying, Juftifying, Saving, Catholick Faith, þ 

w!1 ich they has acceſs to God, and in which they pleaſed God, 
through 
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through which Faith they had Viftory over that which diſplealed 
him; fo they need no Peper imagined Purgatory. 

And by this Faith did Abel offcr: And by this Faith was Encch 
tranſlated - And by this Faith did Npah build the Ark, by which 
te and his Family was faved : And by this Faith did 4braham 
forlake his Country, and Coeuntry-Rcligion, and followed and 
obeyed the Lord, from whom he received the Blifling: And 
by this Faith was Moſes preſerv'd, when he was hid three Moneths 
by his Parents: and'by this Faith did AZoſes forlake the plea- 
ſures of egypt, and refuted to be called the Son of Pharoab's 
Daughter : And by this Faith were the thxee Chileren preſer- 
ved in a ann, "romp ars flaming Furnace : And by 

this Faith was Danze! preſerved inthe Lyons. Den, and their 
Mouths cloſed from devouring him. So Faith is that which re- 
fiſts the Devil, andit is the Shield of God's Children; and the 
Weaponof the Ele&t, which are cleted before the World was : 
which Faith givcs tkem Viftory ever the World. So they that 
preach up or believea Purgatory, arcerred from this Catholick | 
Faith in Chriſt, who was and is the Saints Purger. Þ 
And John tells the Church in his General Epiſtle, 1 Joh. 5+ 4» 
This u the Viftory that overcometh the World, even your Fauh. 
Soif there be no overcoming of the Worle, then there isns 
witneſſing of this-Faith. And whoſoever preaches, that though 
perſons fall ſhort of overcoming the Wortid in this Life, yet they 
may have a Purgatory when thcy arecead, they axe crred from 
the Catholick Faith, for there is but this Living, Purifying, 
Juſtifying, Holy Faith, which Criſt i: the Author ane Frifher 
ef; which is the Viftory of all God's Fle& Peovle, before the 
Foundation of the World, and gives them the Viftory over tHe 
World. And therciore the Apettic Feter {airh to the Church, 
in his firſt General Epiftle, 1 Pet. :.5. They were kepe bythe 
Power of God through Faith unto Salvat.ov. So ti'is Divine, 
'Holy, Purifying, Pretious, « atholick Faith, which Chriſt was 
andis the Author and Finiſhcr of, was the Saints Kecper,throvgh 
the power of God, by which thev Fad acccfs to Goe, and in 
which thev pleaſed Ged : Anc in which divine and holy pretious 
CatFolick F:ith all the Saints have Unity. And this is the one 


truc Cath.olick Faith ſonot many, Epheſ. 4. 5- And this = 
| me the 
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the one Faith, which the _ were to contend for, as in Fude 
is ſpoken ot : And this is the Faith, which all the Ele& of God 
do preach, and t.o|d torth toall the Wo:ld; and that they muſt 
look unto Jeſus,*the Author and Etmiſher of it, Heb. 12.2. 


And now concerning the True HE ADSHIP of the 
Church: Chriſt Jctu-, who dyed for the Sins of tte World, 
and taſted Death tor every man, 1s r1'en trom the Dead, and 
fer on the Right Hand of C:9d in the kcavenly places, far above 
all Principalitics and Power>, Might an. Domimon:, and every 
Name that is Named, not only in thi: World, but allo in thac 
which is to come : and hath put all thin.s uncer Hi. Fer, and 
gave himſelf to be Head over all things to his Church, which is his 
Body, thefulneſs of him, that filth all, and m all, Ephel.1. 20. 
So ye may lee Chriit i-the Head of his Church. And never did 
Chriſt ſet up any of the Apoſties to be the Head of the Church 
upon the Earth, but he called them Servants and Frierds, and 
they called themſelves Apoſtles and Servants, as may be feen in 
their Epiftles - Anc Chriſt faic unto them. He that will be great- 
eſt among ſt you, let him be Servant unto all. | 

And fo you that {*tup any man to be Pope or chief Head of 
the Church, and perſe utc oti.ers, becauſe they will not belicye 
it; Have you not been like a Monſtrous Body without a Head, 
till you have made one? And how often goes this off your Bo- 
dy, till you have made another ? But by this doth it nor plain- 
ly appear that you arc erred,from the One, True and Everlaſting 
Head, Chriſt Jeſus, w':o is the Auth o; an:' Finiſher of the true 
Cathelick Faith, who was the Head of his Church in the Apo- © 
ſles days to the primitive Chritrars, after he was crucified, ard 
rifen'from the dead; ſo he is ſil} to all true Chr iffrans: who was 
Dead, and ts altye, and lives for cvermore, wholaith, / am | Ipha 
and Omega, the Firſt and Liſt: Which is the preſent Head'ef 
theChurch,and which was,and which is to come in flames o' Fire, 
upon all that do not obcy him ; and with Reward ob Life Eternal 
to rhem that obey him, and believe in him, Rev. 1. 8. 

And the Apoſtle tells theEpheſsans,thar Chriſt is theHead of the 
Church, Saviour of the Body. And Ehriſt fo levcth(bis 
Church, anFgave himſelf for it ; and the Gp to be ſubjeR 
[0 
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to Chriſt their Head, who both dycd for them, and ſhed his 
Blood for them, and redeemed it, and ſanctified is, and pur- 
chaſed it with his Blood; and cleanſes it; and waſhes it with the 
waſhing of the Water of the Word, that he might preſent it 
to God, a glorious Church without ſpot or wrinkle, that it 
Mould be holy and without blemiſh. And Chriſt cheriſhes 
and nouriſhes kis Church with his heavenly and ſpiritual Nou- 
riſhment, and heavenly Cheriſhment ; ſo that his Church 
comes to be Members of his Body, and Fleſh of his Fleſh, and 
Bone of his Bone, Ephel. 5. 

And the Apoſtle writes the ſame to the Coloſſians, and tclls 
them, that by Chriſt all things were created, that are in Heaven 
and in Earth, Viſible and Inviſible, whether they be Thrones or 
Dominions, Principalities and Powers, all things were created 
for him and by him, to wit, Chriſt, who is the Image of the 
Inviſible God, the firſt born of every Creature, and he is bc- 
fore all things, and by him all things conſiſt, and he is the Head 
of the Body the Church : who is the firſt begotten from the 
dead; that in allthings he might have the Preh:minence : For 
it pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, Col. 
I. 15,19. So you may fee how clearly the Apoſtle did exalt 
Chriſt above all, and to be Head of the Church; and not 
himſelf, nor Perer, nor any other of the Apoſtles. And they 
did Warn and Teach every man in all Wiſdom, that they wight 
preſent every man Perfett in Chriſt Feſmw, So here you may 
ſee, they preſented them to their Head :- And therefore they 
exhorted the Saints, to be eſtabliſhed and rooted and built up 
in Chriſt, as they had been taught, and bid them beware, leſt 
any man ſhould ſpoil them through Phyloſophy or vain Decerr, 
after the Traditiens of Men, and Rudiments of the World, 
and not after Chrift : For in Chrift dwells the ſulneſs of Divini- 
ty, whois the Head; and all the Saints are to be compleat in 
in him their Head, as the Saints wcre in the Apyſiles 
Days. 

And the Apoſtle writes to the Epheſians, to grow up tn Chriſt 
in al things, whoisthe Head: So that nothing was to be be- 
twixt them and Chriſt, from whom the whole Bocy is fitly 
x D joyned 
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zoyned together, and compa by that which every joynt ſup- 
plycth, according to the Effetual working of the meaſure 
in every man, making increale of the Body, to the Edify- 
ing it ſelf in Love. So that the Saints are to grow #p ants the 
meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt their Head, 
and not to be toſſed te and fro, and carried about with every 
windy DoQtrine by the cunning craftineſs of men, who lay in 
wait to deceive. | 
And therefore the Apoſtle exhorts the Church to let no Man 
beguile thera of their Reward in a voluntary humility,and wor- 
-fhipping of Angels, intruding into theſe things, which they had 
neyer ſcen,vainly puft up in a fleſhly mind,not holding the Head 
Chriſt Jelvs, from which all the Body by Joynts and Bands, 
having Nouriſhment miniftred from Chrift their Head, and 
knit together, increafeth with the Increaſe of God. So 
there was many then which would beguile them from their 
Living Head, Chriſt Jeſus; asthere is many now ſince the A- 
poftles days, that have ſetup a Pope to be Head, &c. But the 
Apoſtle ſet up Chriſt to be Head of the Church. For the Apo- 
ſile had Labour and Traval enough to bring people to Ch: ift 
the Head, who were to go into all Nations to preach the Goſpel 
of Crhiſt, that they might believe in Chriſt their Head. 
And when the Apoſtle {aid to the Coloſſians, Let noman judge 
you in Meats or Drinks, or in reſpett of an Holy Day, or New 
Moons, or Sabboth Day; which were Shadows of good things 
10 come: But the Bedyss of C briſt,who is the Subſtance of all the 
Shadows. And ſo you may ſee what ſort they were, that did 
not hold Chriſt the Head, and would beguile pcople ofthe Re- 
ward they had from him their Head. And therefore faith he, If 
ye were dead with Chrift fromthe Rudiments of the World : they 
were not to touch, taſte nor handle the Ordinances, Docrines 
or Commandments of men, though they had never ſuch a ſhew 
of Will-worſhip; for theſe negleted the Body, and did not 
hold Chrift the Head. 
And therefore, they that do not hold Chriſt the Head of the 
Church, haveloſt their Reward from him, anddo negleR the 
Body, and arc inthe Doftrines, Ordinances and Commands 
| - of 
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of men, andthe Rudiments of the World; and ſo in the Rudi- 
mentsof the World they are alive,and cot dead with Chriſt from 
them: & ſuch may make#eads of their own for their Boazes,when 
they have none upon them, as the Paprſts do; and when one is 
dead,may make another,and may Per/ecute, Priſon and K:1l ſuch 
as cannot own him to be the Head of their Church : and thenſet 
all their Body on Pesfecuting as long as (that) their Head ſtands 
upon their Body,as H:ftory and Chronicles do teftifie, Yea,they 
evidence the Bloody works of this Head (that the Body hath 
made, and fer upon it) and the Fruits of this bloody, perſecu- 
ting Body. It was never the works of the true Head, nor true 
Church to perſecnte any that own'd Chriſt their heavenly and ſpi- 
ritual Head; for Chrift the true Head of his Church ſaid, that 
he came not to deftroy mens lryes, but 10 ſave them : and he rebu- 
ked {uch as would have mens Lives Ceftroyed, and told them, 
They knew not what Fpurit they are of : and likewiſe gave com- 
mand to his Church the true Chriſtians, (which he was Head 
of) that they ſhould Love one another, and love Enemies: and 
his Church confeſſed, that: their Weapons were Spivitual, and 
their Faith was their Shield, which Chriſt was the Author of. 
So he gave them this ſpiritual Weaper,, and the $word of the 
Spirir, which was the Word of God: and their Armour was 
their Leghr; and their He!met was Salvation, and they were 

ſhod with the Preparation of the Goſpel of Peace, &ec. | 

So thcle were the Weapons of the true Chriftian Church, 
that held Chriſt to be their Head; but the Apoſtate Church, 
called Chri/t:an (that is without a Head, till they have made 
one) their Weapors are Carnal and not Sprritual. 

And they muſt all come to the true Light, which Chriſt doth 
enlighten every one that cometh into the Word withal ; which is the 
Life in Chriſt : and believe in it, if they come to the true Head, 
and be grafted into him. For both he that Santifieth, and they 
that are Santtified, are all of one; for which cauſe he is not a- 
ſhamed to call them Brethren, ſaying, 1 will declare thy Name 
unto my Brethren, in the midſt of the Church will I fing Pragſe to 
thee, Neb. 2. 11, 12. Þ 

And likewiſe they wuft come to the Grace and Truth, which 

D 2 : comes 
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comes by Jeſus Chriſt, in their Hearts and Inward parts, if they 
will conc to Chriſt the Head. bi 

And zllo, they muft come to the Spirit of God within, and 
the Anointing within, and let Chriſt dwell in their Hearts, and 
the Word of God to hammer down, cut down and burn up that 
which hath ſeparated from God and Chriſt, which they are Ape- 
ftatized into, if they will come to Chriſt their Head, who will 
reconcile them to God. 

And give over making of Faiths, and look unto feſus the Au- 
thor and Finiſher of the true Faith, And give over making of 
Ways, and come to Chriſt the New and Living Way, which 
the true C hbriftiarrs were in in the Apoſiles Cays. And give over 
making of Heads, and come to the Light of Chriſt, which wall 
tura people to Chrift their Head, and give them the knowledge 
of hin their Fead, 2 Cor. 4. Ephel. 1. 22. 

And give over making of Religions, and come to the Relegion 
which is Pure and Undefiled before God, whieh will keep them 
from the {pots of the World: and then they will be afſha- 
med of that Imaginary DeQrine of a Purgatory (to cleanſe or 
Purgetnem ing when they are dead) and of all the ZZea.{s and 
Lik eneſſes and Images they have made. NE 

* And give over making of Worſhips, and come to the Wor- 
ſhip that Chriſt ſet up above Sixteen Hundred Years ago, in the 
Spirit and in the Truth: And ſolay away theiv own Wortſhips 
with a!l their Carnal Weapons, by which they have perſecuted 
in this Night of Apoftacy; and come to take up Chriſt's Spiritu- 
al Weapons. | | 

And give over making of Miniſters at Schools and Colledges,. 
by Natural Arts, Tongues, &&c. and come to Chriſt, who is 
Aſcended en High, and gives Gifts unto men for the Work of the 
Miniſtry, Cc. | | 


Now concernins MEDIATORS: You in the po- 
ftacy, who look, that Mary and other Saints ſhould be Adedia- 
tors fer you te Chriſt or God ; This4s not Catholick Dorine, 
neither is it from ſuch as do hold Chriſt the Head of the Church , 
but from ſuch as have Apoſtatized from him. 


For 
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For the Apoſtle faith, Heb.8.6. ſpeaking of Chriſt, he « the Me- 
diator : And,Chriſt is the Mediator of the New-Teftawent;, and 
the Saints were come to Fe/wu the 1ediator of the New-Caue- 
nant : And this was the General Aſſembly of the Church of the Firſt 
bern writtenin Heaven, who was come to Godthe fudge of all, and 
to the Spirits of Tuſt Men wade Perfett; ard ( as it was ſaid be- 
fore )to Jeſus the Mcciator,Heb.1 2.24. For God would have all 
men to beſaved, and come te the Knowledge of the Truth : 
For there © OneGod, and ONE MEDI AT OR betwixt 
God and Men, the Man CHRIST FESUS, whegave 
himſelf a "Ranſom for All, tobe teſtified in due time, 1 Tim. 2. 
3,44 5,0- 

"Now itsclear, there is but One Mediator betwixt God and 
Men, the Man Chriſt Feſww, who is Head of his Church: 
and wholoevor hath ſet up, or do ſet up ether Mediators be- 
twixt God and Man, than the Man Chr s? Jeſus, arc inthe: Apo> 
ſtacy from the Apeſiles Dorine, anci follow their own Do- 
Arines,and not the Apoſtolical Dottrine © For he is the One Me- 

 drator betwixt Ged and Man, the One Eternal, Living God, 
Creator of all, and Chyiſt Feſws, by v. bom were all things, who 
gave himfelf a Ranſom for all men; he is the alone one Mediator 
betwixt God and Man,who is the onlyAead of his Churck,and 
his Church do tcRtifi: him ſo to be, that are come to Feſwa, 
their Mediator; who hath made theit Peace betwixt them and 
God, and ſohath received him ; who is come, and hath given 
them an Underftancing to know him; and they that have him, 
have Life Everlaſting. 


The 1Eth Moneth G. K 
1678. | 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


ND there is one Faith, which Chriſt is the Au- 

thor and Finiſher of ; which all muſt look un- 

to Jelus for this Saving, Holy, Precious and Divine 

Faith, which purifieth the Heart, and is the Vitto- 

Ty ; in which they have Acceſs to God, in which 

Faith they do pleaſe God, And this is the Ca:holick 
Faith, which we are of. 

And Chriſt is the Head of his Church, that be 
gathered out of the whole World into his Name; 
and ke'is in the midſt of them a Prophet and a Prieſt, 
and a Shepherd, and a Biſhop, and 2 Connlellor, and. 
a King to Rule in the Hearts of his Church, and co. 
Exerciſe thoſe Offices in his Church. | 

And Chriſt ſet up one Worſhip in the Spirit and in 
the Truth for all the Children in the New Covenaar, 
which be Feruſalem (that is from above) her Chil- 
dren's Worſhip. For outward Ferwſalem was in C4- 
244n, and at the Temple, where the outward Fews 
did Worſhip in the Old Covenant, which Worſhip 
Chriſt aboliſhed, whea he ſet up the Worthip in his 
New Covenant, in Spirit and in the Truth for, Fers- 
ſalem, which 1s above, and her Children. 

And there is but oneCroſs which crucificth people 
| " the VYorld, which Croſs of Chriſt is the Power of 

od. ; 
And the Apoſtles in their days did exalt Chriſt - | 
/ - tne 
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the Church as Interceeder, and tomake Interceſfion 
for the Saints to God, who 1aid, that Chriſt ever 
liveth to make Interceſtion for his People, and heis - 
able to ſave them to the utmoſt, that come to God 
by him<—. So none of the deceaſed Saints-did Me- 
diate or Interceede or make Interceffion for the Living 
Saints : though the Saints were to pray one for ano- 
ther, while they were Living upen the Earth, and 
the Prayers of the Saints availeth much while they 
arc Living ; but when they are deceaſed, and fallen 
aſleep, to pray to them, either to be Mediators 
or Interceeders, or to make Interceflion to them, it 
15 neither Catholick Faith, nor Catholick DoEtrine $ 
but an Invention, as praying for the Dead to deliver 
them out of Purgatory. For Chrift is the Foundation of 
God's holy Houſe of Living Stones, and the Rock of 
which his Houſe is built upon z whieh Rock the 
Gates of Hell cannot prevail againſt : for the Foun- 
Aation of God ftandeth Swre, | 


